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	INTRO
	Background Info
	Detailed and effective
	Adequate amount
	Very little
	Reflects serious misunderstanding of the task



	
	Thesis Statement
	Placed logically in paragraph.  Clearly states essays purpose.
	Placement in paragraph is OK.  Adequately states purpose of essay
	Not in logical sequence or does not clearly state the purpose of the essay


	Reflects serious misunderstanding of the task

	BODY PARAGRAPHS
	Topic Sentences
	Clearly states topic, with connection to thesis

	Clearly states topic



	May not clearly state topic OR is not the first sentence


	No topic sentence OR states  incorrect topic


	
	Knowledge of Social Studies
	Richly supported with KSS.  Examples are specific and detailed

	Adequate amount; some examples may not be detailed enough

	Less than adequate; examples  are too general; examples may be illogical
	Contains no KSS examples OR examples are consistently illogical


	
	Document Examples
	Very specific and detailed information; clearly supports topic; shows excellent understanding of documents

	Evidence is used adequately; enough to support topic; shows clear understanding of documents


	Evidence is too general; doesn’t describe what’s in the document; use of documents may be illogical

	No evidence from documents OR evidence is consistently illogical



	
	Connection to thesis
	Thesis is clearly connected to examples; clear and cohesive paragraph created


	Thesis is always at the end of body paragraph; some awareness of how thesis connects to examples
	Very little – thesis may be mentioned, but seems disconnected from examples
	None given







	CONCLUSION
	Restatement of thesis


	Complete
	Mostly complete
	Incomplete
	Missing

	
	Restatement of main ideas


	Complete
	Mostly complete
	Incomplete
	Missing

	
	BONUS!

Moral – what should we learn?
	Reflects sophisticated thinking; very thoughtful

	Reflects logical thinking
	Illogical, or based on misunderstanding of subject
	Missing

	GENERAL QUALITIES
	Mechanics (spelling, grammar, etc.)

	Practically no mechanical errors
	Few mechanical errors
	Many mechanical errors
	Overwhelming amount of mechanical errors

	
	Citations 
	Consistently correct citation
	Correct citations in most cases
	Consistently incorrect citations


	No citations
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